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By Tim Gulling

Drought-Plagued Western Agriculture
Hopes for 2015-2016 El Nino, Is It the

Answer?

No one will doubt how big our agriculture industry is in the Western ULS. and how
big of a contributor it is to our nation’s economy.

California remains the natien’s lcading
milk producer, and our great state’s con-
tribution from our “salad bowl” is also the
best in the nation. We are also the world
leader in almond, pistachio and walmut
prsdugers

We are in at least the ffth straight year
of drought conditions in the West, from the
Mexico border up 1o Canada. California,
Oregon, ldaho and Washinglon have been
espectally hard hit with reduced vields in
many crops and reduced ground water
reserves have prompied further dnlling of
wells in scarch of decper ground water at
an unprecedented level, And this summer,
wildfires are FAGING ACTOSS the West as a re-
sult with little o 'metimes no resources to
combat them

While our Governor and state legislators
have mostly and histonically ignored one
of our best resources and industries by not
constructing reservoirs (which sometimes
take years to construct), not furthering
exploration into desalinization planis and
liberal environmental policies have resulied
in significant rainfall just running to the
ocean, where it is lost forever.

Notwithstanding this rant on govern-
ment and unfriendly, imesponsible policies
and projecis, good news may evenmually
be on the way This winter, the Nattonal
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
{NDAA) is predicting greater than a 90%
chance that El Nino will continue through
the Morthern Hemisphere and continue
through the end of spring 2016. Strong in-
dicators such as sub-surface ocean tempera-
tures have been rising all summer in the
central and east-central equatorial Pacific
and down-welling currents have helped
enhance the pending El Nino. With tha
being said, whether the entire West receives
a large amount of rain remains 1o be seen
Each El Nino and winter season is different;
we'll just have to wait and see

Although El Nino may help, it has al-

ways heen just a temporary solution for
the West, as drought years will continue 10
persist in greater numbers than wet years
Watcr management practices and new tech-
nological solutions are the only real answer

Desalination plarus are finally coming of
age both here and worldwide. New tech-
nology in reverse-osmuosis plant design has
given plants the ability to create the most
pure water right from the sea. The first
state-ol-the-ant plant is opening in Carls-
badl, CA, this fall and with over 38 million
people in California, my opinion s that
there should be new desalination plants
constructed in all the major city centers
from San Francisco 1o San Diego. The new
Carlshad plant will immediately produce
over 30 million gallons of water for San Di-
ego County  Desalmation plants have been
widely in service supplying Australia, Chile,
lsrael and Saudi Arabia and in 2019, Beijing
will be supplied over one-third of its water
by a new plant

Modern desalination technology seems
1o be the answer to me. Our practices of
hijacking water from the precious resources
in the Sierras and shipping it down 10
coastal cities s becoming shominable. This

water should be used for nature and our ag-
riculture industry n the West. The farming
industry is continuing its part in research
and development of underground dnp sys-
tems and water handling practices and the
coastal regions should be doing their pan
by buslding these reverse-osmosis planis
and building reservoirs, both in the cities
and out in the agriculiural zones for best
slOTage prictices

Is El Minoe a solution? | believe it of-
fers temporary help, but our ces and.
systems currently will just
this rain 1o run into the oo

cities such as San Francisco, Los Angeles
and San Diego are wealthy regons, ones
that have profited tremendously in the last
decade and should do their part o improve
technology and get with the modernization
ol the resi of the developed world. Then
the entire West can continue its domestic
and worldwide leadership in agriculiure for
VEars Wy come, ¥
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